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Introduction
On July 14, 2020, Alexander Historical Auctions, Chesapeake City, MD, USA plans
to auction a 'Adolf Hitler signed artwork'. It is lot 5 at their 'Historical Militaria
and Autographs' auction. The starting bid is 2000 US dollars, the selling price is
estimated at 4000 to 6000 dollars.

The auctioneer's description:
ADOLF HITLER SIGNED ARTWORK
(1889-1945) Fuhrer of Germany and Nazi Party leader, Hitler's bloody
rise to power, his military seizure of most of Europe and North Africa
and his genocidal racial policies culminated in suicide in his Berlin
bunker as Russian troops approached.
ORIGINAL SIGNED ARTWORK GIVEN TO THE WIFE OF HERMANN
ESSER
Original signed piece of art by Hitler, an 8.5 x 2.25 inches (open)
handmade greeting card, addressed within in red ink to a 'Frau Esser',
the wife of early NSDAP member and editor of the 'Volkischer
Beobachter' Hermann Esser.
The card is illustrated with a hand-executed watercolor image with gilt
paint highlights, depicting a young child, probably a girl, sitting atop a
grey pillow with pink hearts, holding aloft a hand mirror next to a
rectangular wall mirror, all surrounded by cosmetic bottles. Hitler
signs opposite the illustration in black ink, adding the date "1./Jan.
1939". The piece has been expertly inlaid in a taupe card mount, else
very good.
Near identical sketches using the same artistic style and with the same
somewhat awkward figures are credited to Hitler in the book 'Eva
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Braun: Hitler's Mistress' by Nerin E. Gun, published in London, 1968
(copy not included) and they appear again in a Sunday Times (London)
article at about the same time.
Author Gun, an ex-inmate of Dachau, translated the surviving
fragments of Eva Braun's diaries for printing and published them in
various languages as part of his biography of Eva Braun. For his
research, he stayed close to the Braun family in Ruhpolding. In the view
of historian and biographer Heike B. Gortemaker, Gun's work was 'the
only serious biography' of Eva Braun. It was likely from the family that
Gun received the examples of Hitler's art illustrated in his biography.
HERMAN ESSER (1900�1981) was a very early member of the Nazi
Party. A journalist, Esser was the editor of the Nazi paper, Volkischer
Beobachter, and a Nazi member of the Reichstag. In the early history of
the party, he was a de facto deputy of Adolf Hitler. He would later be
ostracized by the party for his sexual peccadilloes.
To index.
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A critical view of the auctioneer's description
The auctioneer states:
“Original signed piece of art by Hitler”
So, the signature is according to the auctioneer definitely made by Adolf Hitler
(1889-1945). He doesn't state that Hitler made the artwork. On that he states:
“Near identical sketches using the same artistic style and with the
same somewhat awkward figures are credited to Hitler in the book
'Eva Braun: Hitler's Mistress' by Nerin E. Gun, published in London,
1968 .”
So he states only that the style looks like the style of sketches depicted in a 1968
book, in which these were attributed to Hitler.
What the auctioneer doesn't mention however, is that he offered a very similar
looking drawing with a Hitler signature on a previous auction, on 30/31 July
2019. The starting price was then 4000 dollars, an the selling price was
estimated at 8000 to 10,000 dollars.
The auctioneer, Basil (Bill) Panagopulos also stated
“Near identical sketches (…) appear again in a Sunday Times
(London) article at about the same time.”

We have çhecked the Times/Sunday Times archives1; we couldn't trace an article
with near identical sketches in the years 1965-1970.

To index.

1 The Ttimes Archives 1785-1985; https://www.thetimes.co.uk/archive
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The signatures
Or rather – the signatures on the cards offered by this auction house in 2019 and
2020.

Signature on card offered in 2019

Signature on card offered in 2020

The signatures look at first sight very convincing. The dates look also convincing,
drawn with a confident stroke, although there are small elements that does not
fit with Hitler's normal handwriting at the time: it could well be authentic, but
only forensic research can give certainty if these signatures and dates are
authentic or not.

Signature on card offered in 2019, allegedly
dating from 1939.

Signature on card offered in 2020, allegedly
dating from 1939.

Authentic Hitler signatures

Reproductions of authentic Hitler signatures through the years were published
from at least 1956, in e.g. Hitlers Jugend, the biography on the young Hitler by Dr.
Franz Jetzinger. A smart forger could have used these as an example. Given the
high amount of forged Hitler signatures, the signatures on the cards must be
considered to be forgeries, until forensic research proves otherwise.
To index.
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The cards with signatures and drawings

Card offered in 2019

Card offered in 2020

Card offered in 2019
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Card offered in 2020

Whoever made these drawings, his or her name was certainly not Adolf Hitler.
These drawings are completely different than the few Hitler drawings or
sketches that are probably authentic and originate from 1924-1945.

The drawings in the English version of Gun's Eva Braun biography (1969).

Bill Panagopulos, the auctioneer, is right on one thing though: the same hand
that made these drawings probably drew the sketches in the book from Nerin E.
Gun.
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The book from Nerin E. Gun
The Turkish American journalist Nerin E. Gun (1920-1987) published in 1968
Eva Braun-Hitler2, an Eva Braun biography in the German language. Gun, son of a
Turkish diplomat and an Italian mother, was raised in France and Germany and
spoke fluently German. He became an American citizen in 1958. 3
In 1968 (in the USA) and 1969 (in the UK) the English translations of his book,
Eva Braun: Hitler's mistress4, were published. The UK English translation is a
somewhat shortened version of the German original, and contains reproductions
of two alleged Hitler drawings, which weren't depicted in the German version:

One thing is sure: these drawings are definitely not made by Hitler. The few
known and possibly authentic Hitler sketches and drawings of human figures are
all very crude. They don't resemble in any way these two drawings.
It is unknown where, when or how the publisher found this pictures and
whether Gun knew about it. It is unknown who wrote the sentence beneath
these two drawings: Gun or an editor of his publisher?
2 Nerin E. Gun. Eva Braun-Hitler. Blick und Bild, Velbert, 1968. 212 p.
3 Lester L. Wolff of New York in the House of Representatives. “The Day of the Americans”, First American Book on
the liberation of Dachau. Congressional Record, Washington, May 18, 1966. Pages 10976.
4 Nerin E. Gun. Eva Braun. Hitler's mistress. Meredith Press, New York, [1968]. XV, 301p. Translation from German
original.
Nerin E. Gun. Eva Braun: Hitler's mistress. Leslie Frewin, London, 1969. 287p. Translation from German original.
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Unfortunately Gun was very inaccurate in the field of proper source references.
He only stated, in the preface (of the English version):
“Thanks to the discovery of Eva Braun's thirty-three photograph
albums and a few pages of her private diary in an obscure corner of the
Washington archives, I was able to obtain the active collaboration of
the members of the Braun family, who, after twenty-two years of
silence, agreed to lay aside their recicence.”
“I consulted police dossiers and registry offices documents; I visited
schools, convents, houses, hotels, parks, cemeteries. When a witness
told me something, I asked for some proof, I checked and rechecked
his declarations. I compared the evidence of two friends, of two sisters,
of mother and daughter.
All this effort would have been fruitless without the active cooperation
of those who actually witnessed the events. I must here express my
gratitude to Hitler;s secretaries, Traudl Junge, the beautiful Gerda
Christian, and Hohanna Wolff; to his former chauffeur Maurice; and to
other collaborators, his barber, his later chauffeur [after Maurice], his
maid; to Eva Braun's school companions; and above all to her only true
friend Herta Ostermeyr (…).
I was able to obtain the active collabaration of the members of the
Braun family, who, after twenty-two years of silence, agreed to lay
aside their reticence. ”
To complicate matters, in the original German version it weren't Hitler's barber,
his later chauffeur and Hitler's maid Gun spoke with, but Eva Braun's
hairdresser, chauffeur and maid. And also Herta Ostermeyr had a different
spelled surname, in the German version it was Herta Ostermayr.5
To index.

5 A Certificate of Authenticity exists, signed by Herta Schneider, (born Ostermayr), to a clearly forged Hitler
watercolor. If this letter was indeed wrtitten by the real Herta, then her surname was Ostermayr. See: Appendix I.
The Eva Braun diary
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The auctioneer about Gun's book
And what did the auctioneer, Basil (Bill) Panagopulos
biography?

state about this

“In the view of historian and biographer Heike B. Gortemaker, Gun's
work was 'the only serious biography' of Eva Braun.
Firstly, its not Heike B. Gortemaker, but Heike B. Görtemaker 6, or for Americans
unfamiliar with the Umlaut, Heike B. Goertemaker. Secondly, Görtemaker raises
in her Eva Braun biography many questions about Gun's claims in his Eva Braun
biography. And interestingly, she names Eva Braun's best friend Herta
Ostermeier, not Ostermayr or Ostermeyr.
But, we must confess, Mr. Panagopulos didn't misquote her. In note 7 to the
preface Görtemaker stated:
“The only serious [Eva Braun] biographie is, until now, Gun, Eva Braun, a. a.
O.”

This reminds of how Brigitte Hamann7 operated: first warnings are given that a
certain source is highly unreliable, and then the source is used superfluously. We
consider this a highly risky way of history writing.
Anyhow, back to the auctioneer. He stated too:
“It was likely from the family that Gun received the examples of Hitler's art
illustrated in his biography.”
There's no evidence whatsoever that the drawings presented in the Gun
biography originate from the Braun family. In fact: nothing is known about the
provenance of these drawings.
6 Heike B. Görtemaker. Writer of Eva Braun. Leben mit Hitler. C.H. Beck, 2011.
7 See: Jaap van den Born and Bart FM Droog. Books to avoid for Hitler authentication issues. On Birgit Schwarz's
Geniewahn (2009) and Brigitte Hamann's Hitler Wien (1996). The Post Online/Droog Magazine,
Amsterdam/Eenrum, 04-03-2019.
http://www.droog-mag.nl/hitler/2019/geniewahn-and-hitlers-wien.pdf
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Some others about Gun's book
A review from Kirkus Reviews Issue, October 1, 1968 sums up all shortcomings of
Gun's book:
“Perhaps it would be difficult to write any book about Eva Braun
without "It is said," "reasonably certain," "involuntarily revealed"" to
the author, and other second guessing. However, when Mr. Gun is really
hard-pressed for documentation (this book is innocent of all footnotes)
he will say "I found this information in the highly respectable British
Museum Library in London." He also proceeds throughout to
presumably such rumors by circulating them. (…) Much of Gun's book
is based on his talks with Hitler's housekeeper (whom he later
discredits), Eva Braun's mother and two sisters, her hairdresser and
endless servants.” (…) From the second page ("The Fohn is a Munich
phenomenon") to the last this is disreputable misinformation.” 8
A later Eva Braun biographer, Angela Lambert, remarked on Gun's Eva Braun
biography in 2006:
“I have not been able to trace the author's research papers or
interview transcripts. His publishers tell me that any notes or original
notes held from his research for the biography of Eva were destroyed
by a flood at their premises in 1993. Eva Braun's family greeted Gun's
book with indignation and dismay, as decribed by her cousin Gertrude
Weisker in an email to the author dated 19 February 2004: 'As to Nerin
Gun, when I visited my cousin Ilse in Munich in october 1978, she told
me about the interview with him. She was highly indignant about it. My
uncle (Alois Winbauer) had already sent her the book, which, he
pointed out, was untrustworthy and sensationalised.”9
(…) “David Irving knew Nerin Gun and described him as ‘my good
friend’ – which, given Irving’s notoriety as a Holocaust denier, may be
significant. When I contacted him in the hope that he might know the
whereabouts of Gun’s original interview notes, he invited me to his
London apartment to discuss the matter, saying “I could be very helpful
to you.”
Arrogant and defiant, Irving made no attempt to hide his contempt for
me (a woman, lacking proper academic credentials) and also for Eva
8 NN. Eva Braun: Hitler's mistress [review]. Kirkus Reviews Issue, Oct. 1, 1968.
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/a/nerin-e-gun/eva-braun-hitlers-mistress/
9 Angela Lambert. The Lost Life of Eva Braun. A biography. Century, London, 2006. Note 7 to chapter 1.
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Braun herself. In spite of this he helped me to gain access to Eva’s
original hand-written diary and suggested that I trawl the back
catalogues of a Munich auction house specialising in Third Reich
memorabilia in my search for crucial evidence that she never joined
the nazi party.”10

To index.

10 Angela Lambert. The Lost Life of Eva Braun. A biography. Chapter 1. The Munich auction house suggested by
Irving can't be another than Hermann Historica. See: Jaap van den Born & Bart FM Droog. Graf Klenau / Hermann
Historica. An auction house with a shady history, Droog Magazine, Eenrum, 22-05-2019.
http://www.droog-mag.nl/hitler/history-hermann-historica-graf-klenau.pdf
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Similarities of the drawings

There's a striking resemblance between the drawings depicted in Gun's book
and the drawings on the cards. This points to the same hand. Hitler's hand?
Certainly not. Who's hand then? Sofie Stork – a close friend of Eva Braun.

To index.
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Sofie Stork – the true artist
Sofie Stork (1903-1981)11 was an artist, NSDAP member since 1931 and the
girlfriend of Hitler's aide Wilhelm Brückner.12 She became befriended with Eva
Braun after being introduced at the Berghof.
“In the process of transforming Haus Wachenfeld into the Berghof, the
young artist [Stork] even received assignments from Hitler – and from
his girlfriend. For example, Stork decorated the chimney stove in the
living room and painted the tiles of the sideboard and the tea table, as
well as porcelain for Eva Braun, complete with her monogram. She was
obviously in Hitler's good grace. Her seperation from Brückner, who
left her around the beginning of 1936 and married another woman a
short time later, did nothing to change that: she remained a member of
the most intimate inner circle at the berghof even after the seperation.”
Excepert from Life with Hitler by Heike B. Görtemaker.13

This means that the signatures are probably authentic Hitler signatures, but
these drawings are certainly not made by him or Eva Braun.

Cherubs made by Sofie Stork, on a Berghof lampshade.14
11 Years given by www.souvenirsofwar.com
12 Heike B. Görtemaker. Hitlers Hofstaat. Der innere Kreis im Dritten Reich und danach. C.H. Beck, München, 2019.
Page 134.
13 Translation of Heike B. Görtemaker. Eva Braun. Leben mit Hitler. C.H. Beck, Múnchen, 2011.
14 Handpainted tile, Berghof Cofffee table, 7th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division.
https://www.souvenirsofwar.com/work?fbclid=IwAR01L9QYicEEWzqa5PlaaqpU2zJfkvHXjQpt3fp9vNx7qa7
F0wvcm9ompHw#/handpainted-tile-berghof-coffee-table/
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Left – drawing and text by Sofie Stork;
right – part of a tile from a coffee table on
the Berghof.15

15 Ibidem.
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Supposedly original Hitler drawings
In 1924, in Landsberg prison, Hitler allegedly made some drawings which were
published in Der Landsberger Ehrenburger, an illegal prisoners magazine.

Hitler (?), 1924. Kallenbach, 1939, page 61.
(Price 511) Bundesarchiv, NS 26/43.

Attributed to Hitler, [s.a.].
Gun, 1969.

Hitler (?), 1924. Kallenbach, 1939, page 161.
(Price 512). Bundesarchiv, NS 26/43.

Attributed to Hitler, allegedly dating from 1939.
Alexander Historical Auctions, 2019.
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One copy of the Landsberger Ehrenburger survived the prison time; and two of
these drawings were published in a 1939 book, compiled by the Ehrenburger
chief editor Hans Kallenbach.16 Even though there's no 100% certainty that these
drawings were made by Hitler, it is very likely that they are authentic. And also
important: these are certainly not post war forgeries or fakes.
If authentic17 then these two are the only known Hitler drawings depicting
persons from the 1919-1945 period. More sketches from this period attributed
to Hitler depicting persons exist too, but these are mere doodles. And again:
there's no absolute certainty that these doodles were indeed made by Hitler.
To index.

16 Mit Adolf Hitler auf Festung Landsberg. Neubearbeitung von der Mitgefangenen Oberleutnant a.D. Hans
Kallenbach / ehedem Maschinengewehr-Zugführer im "Stoßtrupp Adolf Hitler 1923". Mit einem Geleitspruch des
Führers und bisher 37 teils noch unveröffentlichten Bildern. Verlag Kreß & Hornung, München 25, [1939].
17 As far as is known only photos of these drawings exist, making proper forensic research impossible.
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Provenance of the 'angel' cards at Alexander Historical Auctions
According to the auctioneer the 20190 and 2020 cards originate from Herman
Esser, a high ranking Nazi18, and his wife ('Frau').
“Handmade greeting card, addressed within in red ink to a 'Frau Esser',
the wife of early NSDAP member and editor of the 'Volkischer
Beobachter' Hermann Esser.”
(…) “HERMAN ESSER (1900�1981) was a very early member of the
Nazi Party. A journalist, Esser was the editor of the Nazi paper,
Volkischer Beobachter, and a Nazi member of the Reichstag. In the
early history of the party, he was a de facto deputy of Adolf Hitler. He
would later be ostracized by the party for his sexual peccadilloes.”

Back side of card on 2019 auction

Back side of card on 2020 auction

This provenance might be true – but one would expect at least some evidence
confirming it.

18 John Simkin. Hermann Esser. Spartacus Educational, [s.l.], 1997/2020.
https://spartacus-educational.com/Hermann_Esser.htm
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First appearance of angel drawings attributed to Hitler
It is very remarkable that in the original Gun Eva Braun biography, published in
German in 1968, the cherub drawings are not depicted.
Also in the Dutch translation these pictures are missing.
Not only that: in the English edition on the same page as the drawings a picture
of Eva Braun is shown with the subscription: “Eva Braun in her grandmothers’
wedding dress, worn to impress Hitler in Berchtesgaden”.

German version

English version

In the original German edition this picture is also shown and we see what was
left out in the picture in the English translation: the handwritten text beneath it
from Eva Braun ‘In Urgrossmutters Brautkleid”. That’s all. With the subscription
(probably from Gun): ‘Immer liebte sie die Verkleidung. Als sich Eva Braun in
dieser Kostümierung dem Fotografen stellte, mögen sie jedoch tiefere Gründe
dazu bewegt haben: “In Urgrossmutters Brautkleid” schrieb sie mit eigener Hand
unter das Bild, als sie es ihrem privaten Fototagebuch anvertraute”.19
19 Translated: “She always loved to dress. When Eva Braun posed in this costume in front of the photographer, she
might have had deeper motives for doing so: In great-grandmother's wedding dress, she wrote in her own hand
underneath the photo, when she trusted it to her private photo album.”
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It seems that the translator or publisher of the English version was not very
correct and trustworthy in the translation concerning this picture beneath the
drawings.
The Dutch translation is even more terrible; an entire fantasy chapter on Hitler's
youth is added, probably concocted by the Dutch translator. Gun's book appeared
in many translations (a.o. In English, Dutch, French, Italian, Japanese, Russian
Spanish, and is still in print in some languages – a reprint of the Italian one was
published in 2020.20
To index.

20 As can be checked on Worldcat, see: https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=kw%3Abraun+hitler+au
%3Agun&qt=advanced&dblist=638
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Conclusion
The drawings are in all likelihood made by Sofie Stork and the Hitler signatures
are likely to be authentic.
But only proper forensic research can confirm this.
Aftermath
The drawing was sold for $ 5,500 + 25% commission at the July 14, 2020 AHA
auction.

To index.
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Appendix I. The Eva Braun diary
Nerin E. Gun discovered in the 1960's in the National Archives in Washington
thirty three fotoalbums as well as a number of films once belonging to Eva Braun
and twenty two pages of a diary, attributed to Eva Braun.
This diary covers the period February 6 to May 28, 1935. Most historians believe
this diary is authentic. The only doubts were raised by Anton Joachimsthaler in
2003, who stated that a comparison with other handwritten texts by Eva Braun
showed that it must be a forgery. Yet, the diary is written in Sütterlin script, and
all other known handwritten texts by Eva Braun are written in Latin script. On
the other hand, the content of the diary fragment corresponds with other
written material from people of Hitler's 'court', that wasn't published at the time
Nerin E. Gun discovered the diary fragment in Washington.21
According to the disputed David Irving22, SS officer Franz Konrad was ordered at
the end of the war to destroy this and other Eva Braun material. Apparently he
didn't destroy all of it. The photo albums, films and diary fragment were hidden
and, after being interrogated as a prisoner of war, he disclosed the whereabouts
of the remaining material to American intelligence officers. The material was
then shipped to the National Archives in Washington D.C., where it was filed
under number 242-EB. According to Irving the SS officer was afterwards handed
over to Poland, where he trialed for war crimes, convicted and hanged. 23
According to Gun the material was hidden by Eva's sister Gretl Braun and Herta
Ostermayr in Schloss Fischhorn. After Gretl told an American undercover agent
about this the material was confiscated by the Americans.24
We discovered during the unraveling of the above that in 2010 David Irving
offered on his website an alleged Hitler watercolor, a flower still life dated 1907,
that Eva Braun had given as a present to Herta Ostermayr in 1940. Asking price
42,500 euros. Herta Ostermayr (or better said: Herta Schneider-Ostermayr) had
even written a Certificate of Authenticity to it, dated July 4, 1989.

21 Volker Ullrich. Adolf Hitler. Biographie. Band 1: Die Jahre des Aufstiegs 1889-1939. S. Fischer, Frankfurt am Main,
2013. Page 681.
22 Holocaust denialist David Irving is – to put it mildly – not the most reliable source,
23 According to Irving the material was hidden in Schloss Fischhorn in Austria, and retrieved by CIC agent Robert A.
Gutierrez. David Irving. Documents on the search for the Hitler/Eva Braun papers. Focal point, 1999.
http://www.fpp.co.uk/Hitler/docs/EvaBraun1.html
David Irving. Comments on Hannah Cleaver's 'Album reveals the secret life of Eva Braun. Daily Telegraph,
London, 04-12-2000' FFP, 2000.
http://www.fpp.co.uk/Hitler/docs/EvaBraun2.html
24 Cited by Heike B. Görtemaker. Writer of Eva Braun. Leben mit Hitler. C.H. Beck, 2011.
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The work is an obvious fake. We don't know if the CoA is indeed signed by Herta
Schneider or not. If it is authentic, it is proof of the utter unreliability of yet again
another person once close to one of the Hitler-Braun couple. Hitler's
housekeeper Anni Winter signed in the 1960's bogus CoA's to obvious fake Hitler
objects – a nice way to earn some extra money.25
And regardless of the authenticity of this letter – this proofs again the
unreliability of David Irving.26

25 Bart FM Droog. Anni Winter. Droog Magazine, Eenrum, 23-03-2019.
http://www.droog-mag.nl/hitler/coa/winter/
26 David Irving. Double value: Adolf Hitler painted it, Eva Brown owned it.Focal Pomnt, 2010-2014.
https://web.archive.org/web/20190803123758/http://www.fpp.co.uk/shop/Wuest/Schneider/index.html
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The still life allegedly made by Hitler in
1907 and sold via David Irving in 2014,
for 30,000 pounds. Present whereabouts unknown.
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The affadavit or certificate of authenticity belonging to the 'Hitler' and signed
with 'Herta Schneider' (born Ostermayr).
NB: Her real maiden name was Herta Ostermayr, according to Volker Elis
Pilgrim, in Hitler 1 und Hitler 2. Das sexuelle Niemandsland (2017) in which he
devotes several pages on the true spelling of her name. Even though many of the
theories of Pilgrim are rather disputed, we do think that on this minor point he is
right.
To index.
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Appendix II. Nerin E. Gun
Nerin E. Gun (Rome, 1920 – USA, 1987), the Americanized name of Dr. Nerin
Emrullah Gün, has a somewhat shady war history. According to Heike B.
Görtemaker, he worked during the Second World War in the press office of the
Turkish embassy in Budapest (Hungary). Shortly before the end of the war, on
April 12, 1945, he arrested and deported to concentration camp Dachau, after
the Gestapo ordered his arrest for Deutschfeindlichkeit – hostile behavior
towards Germany. Two weeks later, on April 29, 1945, the camp was liberated by
the American 7th Army.27
Gun himself claimed to have been a member of the resistance within KZ
Dachau28 – which is highly unlikely, due to his short stay in the camp. This raises
a lot of questions about Gun: if he lied about this, what about his other claims?
Consultation of the Arolsen Archives might yield some answers.29
To index.

27 Heike B. Görtemaker. Eva Braun. Leben mit Hitler. C.H. Beck, 2011.
28 Nerin E. Gun. In: The day of the Americans. Fleet Publishing Corporatioon, 1966.
29 Arolsen Archives. International Center on Nazi Persecution. https://arolsen-archives.org/
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Appendix III. Description card auctioned in 2019
Alexander Historical Auctions, 30/31 July 2019, lot #5.
https://www.alexautographs.com/ADOLF_HITLER-LOT47042.aspx

“Adolf Hitler (1889 - 1945) Fuhrer of Germany and Nazi Party leader, Hitler's
bloody rise to power, his military seizure of most of Europe and North Africa and
his genocidal racial policies culminated in suicide in his Berlin bunker as Russian
troops approached. ORIGINAL SIGNED ARTWORK GIVEN TO HERMANN ESSER
Original signed piece of art by Hitler, an 8 1/2" x 2 1/4" (open) handmade
greeting card, addressed within to early NSDAP member and editor of the
"Volkischer Beobachter" Hermann Esser, in red ink. The card is illustrated with a
hand-executed watercolor image with gilt paint highlights, depicting a
mustachioed figure, possibly Hitler himself but perhaps recipient Esser, dressed
in a mountaineering outfit with binoculars and a rifle, surrounded by deer, birds
and a rabbit, and with a cherub serving the figure a plate of food at right. Hitler
signs opposite the illustration in black ink, adding the date "1./Jan. 1939". The
piece has been expertly inlaid in a taupe card mount, else very good. Near
identical sketches using the same artistic style and with the same somewhat
awkward figures are credited to Hitler in the book "Eva Braun: Hitler's Mistress"
by Nerin E. Gun, published in London, 1968 (copy included) and they appear
again in a Sunday Times (London) article at about the same time. Author Gun, an
ex-inmate of Dachau, translated the surviving fragments of Eva Braun's diaries
for printing and published them in various languages as part of his biography of
Eva Braun . For his research, he stayed close to the Braun family in Ruhpolding .
In the view of historian and biographer Heike B. Görtemaker, Gun's work was
"the only serious biography" of Eva Braun. It was likely from the family that Gun
received the examples of Hitler's art illustrated in his biography. HERMAN ESSER
(1900–1981) was a very early member of the Nazi Party. A journalist, Esser was
the editor of the Nazi paper, Völkischer Beobachter, and a Nazi member of the
Reichstag. In the early history of the party, he was a de facto deputy of Adolf
Hitler. He would later be ostracized by the party for his sexual peccadilloes.
Minimum Bid:$4,000.00
Current Bid:None
Estimate:$8,000 - $10,000.”
To index.
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Comment by auctioneer Bill Panagopulos
We've sent Bill Panagopulos, the owner of Alexander Historical Auctions, the first
version of this report, as well as two other reports on suspect Hitler related lots
at the same auction.30
He commented:
“Normally I would respond to you, but I find your qualifications
somewhat lacking to comment on your claims. Your pieces are not
credible for a number of reasons, not least of which are:
1.) You cite your own writings in your footnotes, a practice very much
frowned-upon by investigative journalists.
2.) Your research into many of the statements in our catalog
descriptions is faulty, if not entirely biased. For example, you are
completely wrong re: the 328th (Glider) Infantry Regiment. I do,
however, thank you for helping us identify our typo error in the
description, where we in one instance wrote "Division" versus"
"Regiment". This has been corrected.
3.) You put forth your conjecture as fact. Therefore your pieces cannot
be labeled as "investigative reporting" but instead should be sold as
"opinion" pieces. Of course, you are entitled to your opinion.
4.) You question the autograph expertise of Messrs. Hamilton and
Rendell, the top experts in the field of autographs, each with over 50
years of experience in the field. Clearly, you have no knowledge of their
reputations.
5.) Germania International is not associated with this auction house,
nor will we do business with that firm in any way, nor will we discuss
that company in any manner.
There are any number of other claims and exhortations you make that
again point to your writings as simply being your opinion. I do not
30 Jaap van den Born and Bart FM Droog. Report on the alleged Maria Reiter letters to be auctioned by Alexander
Historical Auctions, Chesapeake City, MD, USA, July 14, 2020. Droog Magazine, Eenrum, 09-07-2020.
http://www.droog-mag.nl/hitler/2020/report-on-auction-of-alleged-maria-reiter-letters.pdf
Jaap van den Born and Bart FM Droog. Report on the alleged Adolf Hitler's black formal coat and top hat to be
auctioned by Alexander Historical Auctions, Chesapeake City, MD, USA, July 14, 2020. Droog Magazine, Eenrum,
09-07-2020.
http://www.droog-mag.nl/hitler/2020/report-on-auction-of-hitlers-frock-coat-and-top-hat-2020.pdf
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know your motivation, nor do I care, but I would think it prudent to
take care in assaulting the reputation of long-standing reputable
auction houses and dealers, especially when you have little experience
in the field.
As an aside, I do want to commend you for your work on exposing a
number of fake Hitler artworks. They are spread throughout the
market. Ours is completely as described.
As an aside, you might want to know that I have consulted with the
Justice Department and FBI on a number of forgery and theft cases, and
still consult with them today.
I appreciate your efforts, but self-promotion through the public
denigration of reputable firms, especially with poorly-researched
attack pieces, is no way to advance your career.
I wish I could rebut your answers more thoroughly, but you have only
given me a few hours to respond. Since I am assisting in the auction
held by an affiliate in a few minutes and that obligation obviously takes
precedence, my comments above will have to suffice.”31
To index.

31 E-mail from Bill Panagopulos. E-mail to Bart FM Droog, 08-07-2020, 18:02 hrs (CET).
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