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'Standesamt München' 
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Owner:  "A native Munich family" ("Eine alteingesessene Münchner Familie")
Title/Description: "München Standesamt" 
Artist: ? 
Date of Creation: ? 
Place of Creation: Germany?
Dimensions (hxw): [including frame]: 37,7  x 29,5 cm
Starting price: € 20,000.-
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Provenance 

According to Hermann Historica:  Lot 4074: "Adolf Hitler - a watercolour (...)

"From  the  possession  of  a  native
Munich  family  who  would  like  to
remain  anonymous.  Purchased  in
Munich  in  the  1920's  by  a  former
governmental  council  member  of  a
Bavarian  government  agency,  as  a
memory of his wedding day in 1901
in this civil  registry office (Standes-
amt). The family, that had sympathies
for  the  Zentrumspartei  [a  social
democratic  christian  party,  1918-
1933],  rejected  Hitler  and  was
persecuted  by  the  Nazis,  was  never
aware of who had painted the water-
color. The family considered it to be a
work of the Münchner painter Hiller.
The  authorship  was  deter-mined
only during the research prior to this
sale. The revenue will be used for the
project of a cultural foundation."

"Aus  dem  Besitz  einer  altein-
gesesessen  Münchner  Familie,  die
anonym  bleiben  möchte.  Gekauft  in
München  in  den  20er  jahren  von
einem  ehemaligem  Regierungsrat  in
einer  bayerischen  Behörde  zur
Erinnerung an seinen Hochzeitstag im
Jahre  1901 in  eben  diesem Standes-
amt.  Der  Familie,  die  der  Zentrums-
partei nahe stand, Hitler ablehnte und
von  den  National-sozialisten  später
verfolgt wurde, war nie bewusst, wer
das Aquarell gemalt hatte, sie hielt es
für eine Arbeit des Münchners Malers
Hiller.  Erst  bei  den  Recherchen
anlässlich  des  Verkaufs  wurde  die
Urheberschaft  ermittelt.  Der  Erlös
wird  für  das  Projekt  einer  Kultur-
stiftung verwendet."  

Comments on this provenance

As far as we can judge the story on the provenance consists of concoction upon 
concoction. 

1.  On this watercolor the name 'A. Hitler' is clearly
visible.   The 't'  in the name is  also clearly visible,
even on a low resolution photo. It is inconceivable
that anyone would not have noticed this.  It is also
inconceivable that anyone would think the name of
painter is 'Hiller' 

2. This is the first time we are informed so abundantly about the alleged political
views of  the alleged owners.  Why is  that?  It  doesn't  make any sense.  If  this
family had indeed rejected Hitler,  why did they keep this watercolor all  these
years? That doesn't make any sense at all.
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3.  "The authorship was determined only (...) prior to this sale."
 
The auction of a version of this work in November 22, 2014, which was sold for a
stunning € 130,000.- by the Nuremberg auction house Weidler1, attracted huge
and world wide media attention. It is inconceivable that any owner (in this case:
an entire family!) of a similar work would not have noticed the commotion.   

2014, Weidler 2019, Hermann Historica

1 A small anthology of the media attention in 2014.
Auktionshaus versteigert Hitler-Aquarell. Süddeutsche Zeitung, München, 05-11-2014. 
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/bayern/nuernberg-auktionshaus-versteigert-hitler-aquarell-1.2206709 
Sven Felix Kellerhoff. Ist angebotenes Hitler-Aquarell eine Fälschung? Welt, Berlin, 06-11-2014.
https://www.welt.de/geschichte/zweiter-weltkrieg/article134058622/Ist-angebotenes-Hitler-Aquarell-eine-
Faelschung.html 
ANP. Aquarel van Hitler onder de hamer. De Volkskrant, Amsterdam, 18-11-2014.
https://www.volkskrant.nl/buitenland/aquarel-van-hitler-onder-de-hamer~a3793213/ 
DPA. Hitler-Aquarell wird in Nürnberg versteigert. Abendzeitung, München, 21-11-2014. 
https://www.abendzeitung-muenchen.de/inhalt.das-rathaus-hitler-aquarell-wird-in-nuernberg-versteigert.b2b742c3-
a6fc-46a8-90b7-45388eef7b3f.html 
Cathérine Simon. Warum ein angeblicher Hitler 130.000 Euro erzielt. Welt, Berlin, 22-11-2014.
https://www.welt.de/vermischtes/weltgeschehen/article134622379/Warum-ein-angeblicher-Hitler-130-000-Euro-
erzielt.html 
Hitler watercolour fetches 130,000 euros at Nuremberg auction. Reuters, London, 22-11-2014.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-germany-hitler-painting/hitler-watercolour-fetches-130000-euros-at-nuremberg-
auction-idUSKCN0J60LR20141122 
DPA. Hitler-Aquarell für 130.000 Euro versteigert. Merkur, München, 22-11-2014.
https://www.merkur.de/bayern/hitler-aquarell-130000-euro-versteigert-in-nuernberg-4473032.html 
Hitler-aquarel brengt 130.000 euro op in Nürnberg. De Morgen, Kobbegem (Belgium), 22-11-2014.  
https://www.demorgen.be/nieuws/hitler-aquarel-brengt-130-000-euro-op-in-nurnberg~be72e334/ 
JTA/Belga. Hitler-aquarel geveild voor 130.000 euro. Het Nieuwsblad, Antwerpen, (Belgium), 22-11-2014.
https://www.nieuwsblad.be/cnt/dmf20141122_01390443 
Adolf Hitler watercolour painting fetches $185.000 [Australian dollars] at auction in Germany. ABC NEws 
(Australia), 22-11-2014.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-11-23/adolf-hitler-watercolour-fetches-130000-euros-at-german-auction/5911758
Hitler-Aquarell für 130.000 Euro verkauft. Bild, Berlin, 23-11-2014.
https://www.bild.de/regional/muenchen/auktion/adolf-hitler-aquarell-nuernberg-versteigerung-38686306.bild.html 
Painting by Hitler auctioned for $161,000. Al Jazeera, Doha (Qatar), 23-11-2014.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/europe/2014/11/painting-hitler-auctioned-161000-20141122235751194209.html 
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https://www.demorgen.be/nieuws/hitler-aquarel-brengt-130-000-euro-op-in-nurnberg~be72e334/
https://www.merkur.de/bayern/hitler-aquarell-130000-euro-versteigert-in-nuernberg-4473032.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-germany-hitler-painting/hitler-watercolour-fetches-130000-euros-at-nuremberg-auction-idUSKCN0J60LR20141122
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-germany-hitler-painting/hitler-watercolour-fetches-130000-euros-at-nuremberg-auction-idUSKCN0J60LR20141122
https://www.welt.de/vermischtes/weltgeschehen/article134622379/Warum-ein-angeblicher-Hitler-130-000-Euro-erzielt.html
https://www.welt.de/vermischtes/weltgeschehen/article134622379/Warum-ein-angeblicher-Hitler-130-000-Euro-erzielt.html
https://www.abendzeitung-muenchen.de/inhalt.das-rathaus-hitler-aquarell-wird-in-nuernberg-versteigert.b2b742c3-a6fc-46a8-90b7-45388eef7b3f.html
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https://www.volkskrant.nl/buitenland/aquarel-van-hitler-onder-de-hamer~a3793213/
https://www.welt.de/geschichte/zweiter-weltkrieg/article134058622/Ist-angebotenes-Hitler-Aquarell-eine-Faelschung.html
https://www.welt.de/geschichte/zweiter-weltkrieg/article134058622/Ist-angebotenes-Hitler-Aquarell-eine-Faelschung.html


4. "The revenue will be used for the project of a cultural foundation."

It might, but to us this sounds almost exactly as what was claimed in 2014, when
Weidler  auctioned  the  other  Standesamt.  Then  it  was:  "The  sellers  are  an
unidentified elderly pair of German sisters. Reportedly, they wish to donate
10 percent of the earnings to charity."2

Further 'proof' for the authenticity of the work?
 
Herman Historica states too:

"Cf.  two  very  similar  watercolours  sold  at  Hermann  Historica:
auction 69, 12.12.2014, lot 6113, previously owned by Hermine
Hoffmann  (1857-1945),  the  widow  of  a  principal  and  former
NSDAP  party  member.  According  to  Hermine  Hoffmann  she
joined the DAP with the (tr.)  "old no. 10", Hitler awarded her the
Party  Badge  in  Gold  in  1934  and  she  was  appointed
Ehrengauleiterin of the NS Frauenschaft (women's organisation).

Another watercolour with the same motif from the estate of the
Munich  arms  manufacturer  Adam  Schork,  who  purchased  the
watercolour from Hitler in 1914. Hermann Historica, auction 57,
lot 6249, sold for 63,000 €."

Hermann  Historica  uses  regularly  it's  own  previous  auctions  as  a  kind  of
'Certificate of Authenticity' for alleged Hitleriana. How justified is that?

Go to Index

2 DPA/Reuters. Hitler painting auctioned for record sum. Deutsche Welle, Bonn (Germany), 19-11-2014.
https://www.dw.com/en/hitler-painting-auctioned-for-record-sum/a-18073430 
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2014 - Standesamt sold by Hermann Historica
 

As the Standesamt version allegedly owned by
Hermine  Hoffmann  and  sold  by  Hermann
Historica  in  2014  surfaced  in  2018  in  the
Netherlands,  we  investigated  in  that  same
year that Standesamt and it's provenance.3

We  proved  that  the  provenance  story  was
based  on  forged  material  and  concoctions
about  the  relationship  between  Hitler  and
Frau  Hoffmann.  According  to  Hermann
Historica this relationship started in the First
World War.

Hermann  Historica's  description  of  lot  #  6113,  Auction  nr.  69r,
December 12, 2014:

Adolf Hitler - a watercolour "München Standesamt" 

(...)  "Hermine  Hoffmann  (1857  -  1945)  was  the  widow  of  an
Oberstudiendirektor  to  whom  the  Völkischer  Beobachter
newspaper referred as Frau Direktor Hoffmann. She was an early
supporter of the NSDAP. By her own account Hermine Hoffmann
joined the DAP with the "old no. 10" which may well be the case as
contrary to the widespread claim that only the numbers 501 and
higher were assigned lower numbers have also been documented.
However  it  is  an  undisputed  fact  that  she  was  already  a  party
member  by  the  end  of  1919.  During  World  War  I  she  was
assigned  to  raise  the  morale  of  Gefreiter  Adolf  Hitler  by
knitting  socks  and  sending  parcels  to  him  in  the  field."  (...)

Cf.  Hermann Historica auction 54 lots 7277ff  from the estate of
Hermine Hoffmann." 4

3 Jaap van den Born and Bart FM Droog. Hermine Hoffmann. Sokken breien voor korporaal Adolf Hitler? Droog 
Magazine, Eenrum, 31-01-2018; http://www.bartfmdroog.com/beek/  

4 Source: https://www.invaluable.com/auction-lot/drittes-reich-zeitgeschichte-adolf-hitler-a-w-6113-c-fa5755c481 
Screenshot is available.
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Yet,  no  historian has ever  mentioned this.  Yes,  Hermine Hoffmann and Adolf
Hitler had known each other, in the 1920's.5 There's no evidence however nor is
it anywhere mentioned that they ever had contact, in any matter,  before 1920 -
except in the claims by Hermann Historica.
  
Lot 7277, Hermann Historica Auktion 54r, April 16/17, 2008
 
Feldpostkarte, allegedly written by Adolf Hitler and sent to Hermine Hoffmann,
November 10, 1914 . Sold for 30,000.- euro.
 
The postcard (as blanc) could be authentic, but the writing and drawing on it are
clearly forged.  The handwriting does not resemble Hitler’s handwriting in any
known letters and documents in this period6, not even remotely. Such forgeries
are used as 'circumstantial evidence' to prove that an alleged Hitler watercolor is
authentic. It worked for a while - but once this kind of deceit is unmasked, such
documents do ring alarm bells. 

We  have  the  impression  that  some  forgers  spent  more  time  and  energy  in
producing this kind of fake circumstantial evidence, than in the production of the
fake painting itself.  And it's very profitable to do so.
   

     Lot 7277/59r/2008: The Feldpostkarte, side 1. 

5 Volker Ullrich. Adolf Hitler. Biographie. Die Jahre des Aufstiegs 1889-1939. Band 1. S. Fischer Verlag GmbH, 
Frankfurt am Main, 2013. page 137-138.

6 This handwriting does show some similarities to the handwriting used on postcards written by Hitler in the 1920's, 
to Theodor Lauböck, his wife Dora and their son Fritz. See: Volker Ullrich. Adolf Hitler. Die Jahre des Aufstiegs, 
2013, Page 139; Werner Maser. Hitlers Briefe und Notizen, 1973, pages 110-114; the original cards are in the 
Bundesarchiv, NS 26/14. We suspect the cards to the Lauböck family were used as model by the forger(s) of the 
1914 card addressed to Hermine Hoffmann.   
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                                Lot 7277/59r/2008: The Feldpostkarte, side 2. 

Go to Index
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Lot 7278, Hermann Historica Auktion 54r, April 16/17, 2008

Lot 7277/59r/2008: Card from Hitler to Frau Hoffmann, 1915. 

According to Hermann Historica: ""Coloured Otto Obermeier postcard from
the tobacco collection point of the Munich branch of the German Red Cross to
(transl.)  "Mrs.  Principal  Hoffmann",  Christmas  greetings  in  pencil  on  the
backside,  thanks  for  the  tobacco  supplies  and  trench  reports  of  a  front-line
soldier (H. Loibl?), on the front side seven signatures of other comrades and a
short pencil note by Hitler (transl.) "Many cordial greetings and thanks for the
cigars. Lance-Corp. A. Hitler"."

Both cards are plain forgeries; or better saids: the cards itself might be authentic,
but  the  texts  on  it  are  definitely  not  written  by  Hitler,  as  every  forensic
handwriting expert will confirm. The seven signatures on it are clearly written
by the same hand - more evidence for its forged nature.
 
If the provenance of a work is based on concoctions and forgeries, then the work
itself must be considered to be a forgery too.
 
So: exit the Hermine Hoffmann- Standesamt. It's a blatant forgery.

Go to Index
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2009 - Standesamt sold by Hermann Historica
Lot 6249, Auktion 57r, April 29/30, 2009

The other Standesamt previously auctioned by Hermann Historica, the Schork
one, in 2009, was a forgery too. This watercolor was offered with a suitcase filled
with material  that should prove the authenticity of the painting. As this Schork-
Hitler  was  mentioned  too  at  the  auction  in  2014,  we  looked  into  it  and
discovered  that  the  whole  provenance  story  was  based  on  concoctions.  The
supporting 'evidence' in the suitcase and on the back of the painting was - as far
as we could judge - counterfeit material.7

 

Go to Index

7 Jaap van den Born and Bart FM Droog. Adam Schurk, a.k.a. Adam Schork. Droog Magazine, Eenrum, 31-01-2018; 
nn http://www.bartfmdroog.com/beek/#as 
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NSDAP Hauptarchiv: Hoffmann and Schork unknown  as owners 

In May 2018 we investigated the relevant files of the NSDAP-Hauptarchiv (Main
Archive) in the Bundesarchiv Berlin.8 This Nazi party organization tried in the
1930's to trace and register all remaining Hitler watercolors, and, when possible
to acquire these. The Hauptarchiv offered huge amounts of money for alleged
Hitler paintings. If owners of these works were not prepared to sell them, the
Hauptarchiv asked them for permission to photograph them or even to make
watercolor copies of them. As far as is known, no owner objected to this.

According to Hermann Historica, Frau Hoffmann and Herr Schork were Hitler 
admirers. Surely, they wouldn't have objected a request of the NSDAP 
Hauptarchiv to register their 'Hitlers'?

List of watercolors bought by NSDAP Hauptarchiv9

The NSDAP-Hauptarchiv - list of Munich watercolors10

1. Kl. Standesamt. 28,2 x 22. Bought at Weinmüller (auction house), in or before 
May, 1938. 
2. Gr. Standesamt. 26 x 39. Bought from Attenberger (private owner), May, 1938

NSDAP Hauptarchiv - List of watercolors in possession of Dr. Alfred Detig11

3. Standesamt. 24 x 32 cm. 

The Italian Standesamt
4.  There  was  also  a  fourth,  with  these  dimensions:  32,6  x  24,7.  It  was  not
registered by the NSDAP Hauptarchiv and is known as Florence #20, confiscated
in  1945  by  an  art  recovery  party  of  the  Italian  government.12    

This makes it very clear that none of these works could have been owned by
Hermine Hoffmann or Adam Schork.  This is another proof for the forged nature
of  the  'Standesämter'  sold  by  Hermann  Historica  in  2009  and  2014.  
Hermann  Historica  is  using  these  two  previous  auction  of  Standesämter  as
'circumstantial evidence' for the authenticity of the Standesamt auction in 2019. 

And that makes the auction of the Standesamt in 2019 even more suspect.  

8 Bundesarchiv Berlin. NS 26 Hauptarchiv der NSDAP / 3 Adolf Hilter / 3.3 Künstlerisches Schaffen
9 List Aquarelle des Führers [last date mentioned on list: May 11, 1939]. BA NS 26/34-43/31
10 BA NS 26/34-43.
11 Hitler-Aquarelle Dr. Alfred Detig, Wien III, Gerlgasse 1/18; [date 1938 or 1939]; NS 26/34- 43/31 
12 Die Aquarelle Hitlers. Das wiedergefundene Werk. Zum Andenken an Rodolfo Siviero. Mit Texten von Enzo 

Collotti und Riccardo Mariani. Alinari, Firenze, 1984. Plates 19, 20 and page 76.
See also: Jaap van den Born en Bart FM Droog. The Rodolfo Siviero Collection Dlorence. Droog Magazine, 
Eenrum, 30-12-2018.
https://www.bartfmdroog.com/droog/niod/florence.html 
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What happened to the Standesämter known before 1946?

#1; M12?; NS 26/ 170/2? (Price 393) #2, M13, Florence 19 (Price 394?) 

#3; M14, BHSA 1884; © Thorsten Pollfuss #4; M15; Florence 20.

We don't know what happened to #1 after 1945. It's very likely to have been lost,
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as we haven't seen it surfacing at auctions. It was also not to be found in the
collections of the Hitler collectors visited by August Priesack and Peter Jahn in
the 1970's and early 1980's, when they collected photo's for the Billy F. Price
book.13 

Number 2 and 4 are since 1945 in Italy, number 3 was from the 1930's until
2013 owned by  the  Detig  family.  In  2013 it  was  donated  to  the  Bayerisches
Hauptstaatsarchiv in München. These four versions of the Standesamt might be
authentic Hitlers. There's no indication whatsoever that Hitler made more than
four versions of this work.
 
How about other versions?

All other versions must be considered to be forgeries, unless their provenance
can be traced straight back to the young Hitler in Munich, 1913-1914, with solid
evidence.     

2009 - 'Adam Schork Hitler' 2014 - 'Hermine Hoffmann Hitler'

13 Billy F. Price [August Priesack and PeterJahn]. Adolf Hitler als Maler und Zeichner. Ein Werkkatalog der 
Ölgemälde, Aquarelle, Zeichnungen und Architekturskizzen. Gallant Verlag, Zug, 1983  
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Suspect signatures

2009 signature Schork Standesamt HH

 Stanb22

2014 signature Hoffmann Standesamt (HH) 

2009 title Schork Standesamt

Signature on 2019 Standesamt

Authentic signatures
   

1914 - Hitler (Alter Hof, USA)

1914 - Hitler (Detig, BHSA)

1914 - Hitler (Detig, BHSA)

Go to Index
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Comparison

When we saw the depiction of the Standesamt to be auctioned om May 24, 2019, 
the similarity between this work with the Standesamt known as Florence 20 
struck us immediately. 

Standesamt HH, 2019   Standesamt, Florence 20

As Florence 20 is depicted in an exhibition catalog published in 198414, in our 
opinion the Hermann Historica 2019 Standesamt is a bad copy of the depiction 
in the catalog. 

And, as almost always, the forger made several silly mistakes.  

- All believed to be authentic Hitler Standesämter have a roof part sticking out at 
point 1.  The Hermann Historica 2019 one hasn't.

- All believed to be authentic Hitler Standesämter have a cross- or chimney like 
part sticking out at point 2. The Hermann Historica 2019 one hasn't.

- At point 5 the Hermann Historica 2019 Standesamt has a strange outburst of 
green, not to be seen on Florence 20 or the other believed to be authentic ones. 
Has the forger used this to mask another mistake?
14 Die Aquarelle Hitlers. Das wiedergefundene Werk. Zum Andenken an Rodolfo Siviero. Mit Texten von Enzo 

Collotti und Riccardo Mariani. Alinari, Firenze, 1984.
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Technical details 

All details by Hermann Historica, unless otherwise stated.

Primary support: "structured watercolour paper" 
Medium: "watercolour"
Inscriptions: "München Standesamt". 
Signature: "A. Hitler."
True dimensions: not given. 

Hermann Historica: "Under glass, in mount and old wood frame, dimensions 
framed 37,7 x 29,5 cm.

Remarks on technical details 

From the signature almost no conclusions can be drawn: signatures on 
watercolors are easily forged, and it can't be judged if a signature is painted on a 
work shortly after it was finished or years later.15   

The signature used however, "A. Hitler", corresponds with the signatures used by
Hitler on his watercolors, which were "A. Hitler" and "A.H."16

It is odd that no information on the backside of this work is given. 

Go to Index

15 According to a former employee of the Netherlands Forensic Institute and  Dr. Luc Megens of the Netherlands 
National  Institute for Cultural Heritage  [Rijksdienst voor Cultureel Erfgoed], who is also involved in the 
authentication of Vincent van Gogh's paintings. We spoke to both in December 2017, whilst investigating a 
watercolor attributed to Adolf Hitler.    
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Luc_Megens

16 According to Jakob Altenberg, statement to Viennese police, November 19,  1936.   1936. NS 26/2599/23-24, 
Bundesarchiv, Berlin. The "A.H. variant is mentioned by Dr. Springer of the Sicherheitsbüro, Bundes 
Polizeidirektion Wien, S.B. 17105/36, 29-11-1936, page 7. NS 26/2599, Bundesarchiv, Berlin.
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Standesamt Postcards - some examples, ca. 1890-1912

This small anthology of period postcards supports the theory that Hitler used
postcards as an original.
  

  
Go to Index
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Conclusion

As almost all alleged Hitler watercolors / drawings that surfaced since 1946 are
forgeries, a seller has the obligation to seriously investigate if an alleged Hitler is
authentic or not, before selling it as a genuine 'Hitler'. In other words: the seller
has to proof it's authenticity.
  
In this case we've seen not a shred of evidence that supports the claim that the
Standesamt to be auction on May 24, 2019  as lot # 4074 on auction nr. 79r of
Hermann Historica, is an authentic Hitler work.
  
Au contraire:
 
-  Hermann  Historica  presents  only  an  uncheckable  and  highly  suspect
provenance story.
 
-  Hermann Historica presents as circumstantial  evidence its  previous sales of
two other highly suspect Standesamt versions in 2009 and 2014.

Judgment

We  consider  this  work  to  be  a  forgery,  until  the  authenticity  is  established.
Offering it as an authentic Hitler work is in our opinion fraud, and therefore a
criminal offense.
 

Jaap van den Born & Bart FM Droog
Nijmegen / Eenrum, May 6, 2019.

Go to Index
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