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Introduction

In 2008 Jake and Dinos Chapman, also known as the Chapman brothers, pre-
sented  a  controversial  artwork titled  If  Hitler  Had Been a  Hippy  How Happy
Would We Be. It consisted of thirteen watercolors and drawings allegedly made
by Adolf Hitler.
  
The work was highly controversial – simply because Hitler is controversial, and
'playing' with anything directly connected to Hitler is controversial and shocking
too.  

The Chapman brothers claimed they had bought these works for £115.000 (at
the time the equivalent of ca. $226.000/€154.000) from Hitler collectors from all
over the world.1

 
Research by Droog Magazine reveals that at least twelve of these “Hitlers” were
sold  to  the  Chapman  brothers  or  their  representatives  by  the  militaria  and
Hitleriana dealer  Charles  E.  Snyder2,  who's  reputation of  selling fakes is  well
known by every serious collector.3 Snyder claimed about the provenance of each
work:  “It  was  found by a  506th PIR 101st  Airborne Infantry  Division officer
named 1 Lt D C Watts.”4 Yet, the only source for this officer is... Charles E. Snyder.  
  
The “Hitlers” sold to the Chapman brothers are easy to identify as fakes, as they
don't resemble the thought to be authentic Hitlers at all.
   
The only shocking aspect of this “controversial” art project is that the Chapman
brothers financed and inspired the Hitler forgery industry with £115,000.
 
We have found the Snyder “Hitlers” via the Internet Archive. On July 27, 2007 the
works were for sale.5 On May 14, 2008, the works were sold.6 So somewhere
between those dates the Chapman brothers must have bought their “authentic”
Hitlers.  

Go to index

1 Ben Hoyle. Jake and Dinos Chapman go to work on 'abject' Hitler art. The Times, London, 30-05-2008.
2 Charles e. Snyder, USA Airforce Major (retired), 1936-2015. 
3 But apparently not to the US press, given a Washington Post article about Hitler paintings, in which Snyder is 

presented as a reliable source. See: Mark Fisher. Half a century later, the paintings of Adolf Hitler are still a federal 
case. Washington Post, Washington D.C.,21-04-2002, page 26. 

4 On his website: https://web.archive.org/web/20161213053411/http://snyderstreasures.com/pages/hartworks.htm 
5 Snyder's Treasures, archived on 27-07-2007: 

https://web.archive.org/web/20070727073407/http://www.snyderstreasures.com/pages/hartworks.ht  m 
6 Snyder's Treasures, archived on 14-05-2008:

https://web.archive.org/web/20080514073251/http://www.snyderstreasures.com/pages/hartworks.htm 
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The works

On the left side the works as they were offered by Charles E. Snyder in 2007. At 
the right side the works after being pimped up by the Chapman brothers. 

1.

Snyder A2, $ 11,000. [Chapman 1]

Charles E. Snyder: “Country Road. (14.4 cm by 9.4 cm). Aquarelle postal signed 
"Adolf Hitler" and dated "07" of the Vienna period. This card depicts a country 
road to Linz in a landscape orientation. Originally intended as a postal, it was 
never mailed. Hitler apparently never outgrew his fascination for painting and 
sketching the city of Linz. Frau Traudl Junge recalled he did "countless sketches" 
of Linz. This painting has been pH buffered and ultrasonically encapsulated.”

Droog Magazine: All thought to be authentic Hitler “watercolors” are cityscapes,
on which buildings in Vienna (1910-1913) and Munich (1913-1914), except one,
from 1906, on which a building near Linz is depicted. All these works are signed 
“A. Hitler”. 

All the Snyder Hitlers, together with trunkloads of other Hitleriana, were 
allegedly looted in May 1945 from a secret cave near Berchesgaden, by an 
American officer who can't be traced. And the only source  for this provenance is 
Charles Snyder. 

This all points to the false nature of this work. 

Go to index
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2. 

Snyder A6. House $9,000 Chapman 11

Snyder: “Aquarelle postal initialed "AH" and numbered 23/10 and intended as a 
postal card of the Vienna period (approximately 1907). This card depicts a 
house, probably in Linz in a landscape orientation. Originally intended as a 
postal, it was never mailed. This painting has been pH buffered and 
ultrasonically encapsulated.”

Droog Magazine: All thought to be authentic Hitler “watercolors”s are all signed
“A. Hitler”, and all are cityscapes, on which buildings in Vienna (1910-1913) and 
Munich (1913-1914), except one, “Pöstlingberg” (1906), on which a building 
near Linz is depicted. This one: 
 

This all points to the false nature of this Snyder Hitler. 
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3.

3 – Snyder A7 $9000 [Chapman 10].

Snyder: “Gr. Breitenbach. (14.4 cm by 9.5 cm). Aquarelle postal initialed "AH"  
and intended as a postal card of the Vienna period (approximately 1907).
This card depicts a wooded scene, occupying the upper quarter of the front of 
the card in a portrait orientation. Originally intended as a postal, it was never 
mailed. This painting has been pH buffered and ultrasonically encapsulated.”

Detail

Droog Magazine: Again, a work that doesn't resemble any thought to be 
authentic Hitler artwork.  
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4.

Snyder A58  – $ 50,000 Chapman 3

Snyder:  “Schloss u. Kirche Perchtoldsdorf (Perchtoldsdorg Castle and Church)
(28cm by 24cm). Aquarelle medium-size frame filler signed A. Hitler in script,
not  dated,  numbered 19/2 circa 1910-1912 of  the Vienna Period.  Peter  Jahn
recalls of this particular painting, "This aquarelle is very well accomplished, of
fine  quality  and  shows  already  the  progress  in  Hitler's  way  of  painting..."
Perchtoldsdorf  is  not  far  from  Vienna,  and  the  buildings  remain  remarkably
intact,  as  seen  in  a  contemporary  view  here,  as  seen  at  Roberto  Piperno's
websitehere.

This painting is accompanied by the original Peter Jahn provenance statement of
authenticity dated 21 July, 1987, on his Vienna letterhead with Austrian notary
and postal stamps. Peter Jahn worked for Hitler, relocating his paintings prior to
the outbreak of WWII. The article referenced at the top of the page describes
Peter  Jahn's  significance  as  an  authority  on Hitler  artworks.  (…)   There  is  a
Vienna handstamp on the back (...). 
This  painting  is  similar  to  those  pictured  and described on  page  125 of  the
Weissenkirche (a set of buildings of very similar design) depicted in Adolf Hitler:
The Unknown Artist by Billy Price (1984). We have this reference available,email
us for details.”

Droog Magazine: All thought to be authentic Hitler “watercolors” are cityscapes,
on which buildings in Vienna (1910-1913) and Munich (1913-1914), except one,
from 1906, on which a building near Linz is depicted. All these works are signed
“A. Hitler”. Snyder refered to the “Hitlers” numbered 150 and 151, depicted in
black and white  on page 125 in  Adolf  Hitler:  The Unknown Artist,  both titled
“Weißenkirche in der Wachau”. And both 100% fake.
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5. 
  

Snyder A24 – $50,000 Chapman 2

Snyder:  “Die Peterskirche in Wein (St.  Peter's  Church in Vienna) (14.0cm by
10.5cm). Aquarelle small-size frame filler signed A. Hitler in script, not dated,
circa  1910-1912  of  the  Vienna  Period.  This  painting  depicts  the  famous
cathedral in the old section of Vienna. It is pen and ink, finished in watercolor.
The  detail  is  outstanding  throughout.  This  painting  was  captured  from  the
Obersalzberg in 1945.
 
This painting is accompanied by the original Peter Jahn provenance statement of
authenticity  dated  28  April,  1981,  Vienna.  Peter  Jahn  worked  for  Hitler,
relocating his paintings prior to the outbreak of WWII. The article referenced at
the top of the page describes Peter Jahn's significance as an authority on Hitler
artworks.This exact painting is pictured and described on page 112 as figure 85
in Adolf Hitler: The Unknown Artist by Billy Price (1984). We have this reference
available, email us for details.”
It is framed in a quality frame and mat over 25 years ago. The frame is shown in 
the letter of provenance. It measures 8 by 9-1/2 inches.

Droog Magazine: This work has at least some resemblance with the authentic 
Hitlers, as it is a Viennese cityview. And there it stops. 

See next page.
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The mentioned Peter Jahn was a notorious and repeatedly convicted swindler, co
author of Adolf Hitler: The Unknown Artist, better known as Price. In that book 
the same work as Snyder 5 is depicted: 

Snyder 5 (with more contrast) Price 85

In Price this work is dated “1908?” – in 1908 Hitler made no watercolors at all. In
Price  is also stated that this work was looted from the Braunes Haus, Munich –
the  Brown  House,  headquarters  of  the  NSDAP.    Which  is  rather  strange,  as
according to Snyder this work was looted from a secret cave near Berchtesgaden.

In reality this work was never looted at all. It's a forgers product. And a bad one
at that.

Go to index
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6.   

Snyder A13  $ 13.000 Chapman 4

Snyder: “ Country road (landscape). (14.4 cm by 9.4 cm)
Aquarelle postal signed "Adolf Hitler" of the Vienna period. Intended as postal
but not mailed. The back of the painting is unmarked. This painting is rendered
in  bright  colors,  depicting  a  rail  fence  along  a  country  road  in  a  landscape
orientation. This painting has been pH buffered and ultrasonically encapsulated.”

Droog Magazine: All thought to be authentic Hitler “watercolors” are cityscapes,
on which buildings in Vienna (1910-1913) and Munich (1913-1914), except one,
from 1906, on which a building near Linz is depicted. All these works are signed 
“A. Hitler”. 

This work is as fake as a fake Hitler can be. 

Go to index
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7. 

Snyder A9 $ 9,000 Chapman 13

Snyder: “Lake Scene. (14.1 cm by 9.7 cm). Aquarelle postal initialed "AH"  and
intended as a postal card of the Vienna period (approximately 1907).
This  painting  depicts  a  water  inlet,  with  a  single  sailing  ship,  a  church  and
several other buildings by a lake in a portrait orientation, occupying the upper
third of the front of the card. Originally intended as a postal, it was never mailed.
This painting has been pH buffered and ultrasonically encapsulated.

Droog Magazine: All thought to be authentic Hitler “watercolors” are cityscapes,
on which buildings in Vienna (1910-1913) and Munich (1913-1914), except one,
from 1906, on which a building near Linz is depicted. All these works are signed 
“A. Hitler”. 

This work is as fake as a fake Hitler can be. 

Go to index
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8.

Snyder A35 $ 50,000 Chapman 6

Snyder: “The trail. This is an aquarelle. pen and ink finished in watercolor signed
"A. Hitler" and dated "1916". It measures 23.0cm by 26.5cm. The frame measures
32cm by 37cm (12-1//2 by 14-3/4 inches). The painting depicts a battlefield,
with war-torn trees on each side of a heavily shelled road. It is rendered in a
landscape  orientation.  It  has  the  original  WWI  period  frame,  crafted  by
Morganstern. There is a certificate of authenticity from Peter Jahn picturing the
painting and documented in German, dated 22 August 1985.
(…) It is pictured and described in Treasure Trove: The Looting of the Third Reich
on page 125.

Droog Magazine: All thought to be authentic Hitler “watercolors” are cityscapes,
on which buildings in Vienna (1910-1913) and Munich (1913-1914), except one,
from 1906, on which a building near Linz is depicted. All these works are signed
“A. Hitler”.
 
This work resembles in nothing the thought to be authentic Hitlers. It was the
first from a series of  fake Hitler WW1 watercolors offered by Snyder. All with an
uncontrolable provenance.

Treasure Trove: The Looting of the Third Reich is a book written by Snyder, in
which he authenticates the fakes he offered for sale. 

[continues on following page]
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The certificate of authenticity from Peter Jahn is a doctored one. On the photo of 
it, one can see that it was issued to another work. Snyder photoshopped in a very
clumsy way a picture of Snyder 8 on it. The other work can partially still be seen 
underneath it

 
Go to index
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9. 

Snyder A65 – $ 9000 Chapman 5

Snyder:  “Flying Witch on Broom Weathervane Half  Card Postal  Pen and Ink  
Weather  Witch.  (14.2  cm  by  9.2  cm).  Pen  and  Ink  postal  initialed  "AH"  and
intended as a postal card of the Vienna period (approximately 1907-1908).
This  drawing  depicts  a  witch  hag  riding  a  broom weathervane  in  a  portrait
orientation,  occupying  the  upper  quarter  of  the  front  of  the  card.  Originally
intended as a postal, it was never mailed.

It is interesting to note the optical illusion of the letters on the vane "N-O-W-S
(Nort - Ost -West - Sud) that make the letters "O" and "W" reverse perspective
depending on the orientation of the observer. The correct view is looking at the
vane from below and not above.

This painting has been pH buffered and ultrasonically encapsulated.”

Droog Magazine:  This work resembles in nothing any  thought to be authentic
Hitlers. It's pure fake. 
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10.

Snyder A61 –   $ 8000 Chapman 9

Snyder: “Book Illustration in Pen and Ink. Ruins with Arches. (15.8 cm by 11.0
cm) Pen and Ink book illustration  end paper  initialed  A.H.  of  the  very  early
Vienna period.

This drawing depicts a party of explorers examining a site with very old ruins.
This drawing was applied to page of a book measuring 7-1/4 by 4-5/8 inches.
The ruins appear to be medieval, and the explorers dressed in a style of the 17th
century. The figures are typically minimal and out of proportion with the scene, a
consistent issue with most of Hitler's art. The architectural details are far more
precisely rendered. The cloudy sky and flock of birds show very minimal detail.
This has a very early block letter A. H. style initials are typical of a number of
examples of Hitler's art dating from 1905 to 1912.

This drawing has been pH buffered and ultrasonically encapsulated with argon
gas in a UV protective inert sleeve.

The condition is near excellent with some minor signs of handling. There is some
wrinkling from paste when it was mounted on the book page.”

Droog Magazine:  This work resembles in nothing any  thought to be authentic 
Hitlers. It's pure fake. 
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11.

Snyder A62 –  $ 8000 Chapman 7

Snyder: “Flower Blossom Study. (18.2 cm by 11.7 cm) Pen and Ink Water Color
illustration book end paper initialed A.H. of the early Vienna period.
This drawing depicts three flowers in blossom with leaves in a still  life  style
study. This drawing was applied to page of a book measuring 7-1/4 by 4-5/8
inches. This appears to have been an assignment to detail the various views and
profiles of the plant and foliage,  probably school work.  The signature style is
consistent with those of the 1910-1914 era.

This drawing has been pH buffered and ultrasonically encapsulated with argon
gas in a UV protective inert sleeve.

The condition is near excellent with some minor signs of handling. There is some
wrinkling from paste when it was mounted on the book page.”

Droog Magazine:  This work resembles in nothing any  thought to be authentic
Hitlers. It's pure fake. 
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12. 

Snyder A63  –  $ 8000  Chapman 12

Snyder: “Flowers with Roots.  (18.2 cm by 11.7 cm) Pen and Ink Water Color
illustration book end paper signed A.Hitler of the early Vienna period.
This  drawing  depicts  a  flower  in  bud  and  bloom  with  attached  roots  in  a
botanical style study.

This drawing was applied to page of a book measuring 7-1/4 by 4-5/8 inches.
This appears to have been an assignment to detail  the various aspects of the
plant and foliage, probably school work.

The signature style is consistent with those of the 1910-1914 era.

This drawing has been pH buffered and ultrasonically encapsulated with argon
gas in a UV protective inert sleeve.

The condition is near excellent with some minor signs of handling. There is some
wrinkling from paste when it was mounted on the book page.”

Droog Magazine:  This work resembles in nothing any  thought to be authentic
Hitlers. It's pure fake.

Go to index
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13.

(-)

Chapman 8

The origin of this work is unknown. It wasn't offered on the Snyder site. 

Go to index
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Signatures on the fakes bought by the Chapmans

Snyder 1/Chapman 1 Snyder 2/Chapman 11 Snyder 3/Chapman 10 Snyder 4/Chapman 3 

Snyder 5/Chapman 2 Snyder 6/Chapman 4 Snyder 7/Chapman 13 Snyder 8/Chapman 6

Snyder 9/Chapman 5 Snyder 10/Chapman 9 Snyder 11/Chapman 7 Snyder 12/Chapman 12

Chapman 8

As most of these signature don't even resemble any of the others, this points in
all likelihood to different makers.   
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All fake WW1 Hitlers offered by Snyder

[WW1-1] Snyder A35 “the Trail” $ 50,000 [WW1-2] Snyder A71 “Tank Patrol”

[WW1-3] Snyder A72 “Tank Battleground” [WW1-4] Snyder A73 “Armored Car Attack”

[WW1-5] Snyder A74 “Destroyed bridge” [WW1-6] Snyder A75 “Destroyed Building”

[WW1-7] Snyder A76 “Ypres” [WW1-8] Snyder A77 “Smoking Tank”
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[WW1-9] Snyder A78 “Destroyed Tank” [WW1-10] Snyder A79 “Road to No Man's
Land”

[WW1-11] Snyder A80 “Battlefield Wall” [WW1-12] Snyder A81 “War Torn Town”

The works seems to be made by at least three different hands. 

The title on WW1-7/Snyder A76 betray that it was not made by a German 
speaking person, as Ypres is known in that language as Ypern.7 

Go to index

7 See for instance: https://www.dw.com/de/ypern-wo-die-vergangenheit-lebendig-ist/a-17472812  
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Signatures on the Snyder WW1 Hitlers

WW1-1 WW1-2 WW1-3 WW1-4

WW1-5 WW1-6 WW1-7 WW1-8

WW1-9 WW1-10 WW1-11 WW1-12

These are all fantasy signatures. 

Go to index
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Sources

Internet archive – Traces of Snyder's website. 

08-12-2003: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20031208192845/http://www.snyderstreasures.com/pages/h
artworks.htm 
13-08-2004: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20040813024840/http://www.snyderstreasures.com/pages/h
artworks.htm 
1-12-2005: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20051201061631/http://www.snyderstreasures.com/pages/h
artworks.htm 
11-01-2006; 
https://web.archive.org/web/20060111060743/http://snyderstreasures.com/pages/hartwo
rks.htm 
16-02-2007
https://web.archive.org/web/20070216074558/http://www.snyderstreasures.com/pages/h
artworks.htm#wwi 
27-07-2007
https://web.archive.org/web/20070727073407/http://www.snyderstreasures.com/pages/h
artworks.ht  m 
14-05-2008  (here the other WW1 watercolors are shown for the first time. 
https://web.archive.org/web/20080514073251/http://www.snyderstreasures.com/pages/h
artworks.htm 
28-11-2010 
https://web.archive.org/web/20101128133331/http://snyderstreasures.com/pages/hartwo
rks.htm 
08-12-2003:
https://web.archive.org/web/20031208192845/http://www.snyderstreasures.com/pages/h
artworks.htm 

Depictions of the Chapman Hitlers
From: Honey Luard (coordination). If Hitler Had Been a Hippy How Happy Would 
We Be. Jay Wopling/White Cube, London, 2008. 
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